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Abstract

This study investigates the attitude of cataloguers toward the use of Resource Description and
Access (RDA) for Knowledge Organization (KO) in university libraries in Nigeria. Survey
research design was used to: examine the perception of cataloguers about the use of RDA for
knowledge organization in Nigerian university libraries in terms of Perceived Usefulness and
Perceived Ease of Use of RDA; determine the attitude of cataloguers toward the use of RDA for
knowledge organization and; identify the challenges associated with adopting RDA for KO in
libraries studied. The population of the study comprised of all 274 heads of cataloguing
departments in the university libraries studied, who were totally enumerated and included in the
study. Findings revealed that cataloguers have positive perception and attitudes towards the use
of RDA as they believe that it would be useful and easier to use for KO. Cataloguers view RDA
as a significant improvement over AACR2, citing its flexibility, adaptability, and suitability for
the digital age among others reasons. Some of the challenges expressed by cataloguers
regarding the adoption of RDA for KO in libraries studied included infrastructure-related
barriers, such as epileptic electricity supply and limited internet access as well as insufficient
funds which hinder RDA toolkit subscription. The study concluded by recommending that
cataloguers should be given continuous training on RDA for better understanding of the
standard. Also, there should be infrastructural investment and provision of fund for the toolkit
subscription and other requirements. These measures are crucial to overcoming the barriers for
successful RDA implementation in Nigerian university libraries.

Keywords: Cataloguers’ Attitude, Resource Description and Access, Knowledge
Organization, University Libraries, Nigeria.

Introduction

Knowledge organization (KO), a branch of Library and Information Sciences (LIS), involves
activities such as cataloguing, indexing, and classification. These activities create systems of
representation, surrogates, and order for knowledge and information objects. While KO often
deals with creating representations or surrogates of original documents, its principles and
processes can also be applied directly to organizing and managing original or actual information.
Knowledge Organization is carried out by various professionals and technologies in libraries,

databases, archives, museums, and other memory institutions (Dobreski, 2019). It involves the
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process of systematically classifying, categorizing, cataloguing, and structuring information in
order to facilitate easy access and retrieval (Smiraglia, 2014). Resource Description and Access
is a standard developed for organizing knowledge in modern times for Galleries, Libraries,
Archives and Museums (GLAM) communities.

RDA is a standard that contains instructions and guidelines which can be used in formulating
bibliographic records. It is grounded in the Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records
(FRBR) model, offers an international perspective and addresses the challenges posed by
electronic and digital libraries. RDA, arising from significant developments in information
technology, stands as a standard for descriptive cataloguing that guides the formulation of
bibliographic data. RDA is expected to replace AACR2, providing guidelines for functional
listing, defining information resources in various formats, sharing metadata in digital
environments, and integrating libraries with the Semantic Web (Oguntayo & Adeleke, 2016).
Most studies conducted on attitude towards RDA use focused generally on librarians. Thus, there
is dearth of information regarding attitude of cataloguers on the subject matter. This study
therefore, fills that literature gap by investigating the attitude of cataloguers to use RDA for KO,
particularly Nigerian university libraries. The study also focused only on the heads of
cataloguing departments in order to be enriched with their wealth of experience on the subject
matter. It is expected that this study will promote more awareness of RDA among cataloguers
and librarians in Nigeria and beyond as well as contribute to the body of knowledge on the
subject matter.

Review of Related Literature

Attitude plays a crucial role in shaping an individual’s behavior and reflects their values,
feelings, and opinions. Librarians’ attitudes toward RDA (Resource Description and Access)
influence its adoption and implementation in libraries, with studies showing largely positive
feedback globally. Research highlights RDA’s potential to enhance bibliographic control,
accessibility, and knowledge organization, though challenges like insufficient training and
awareness persist (Tillett, 2016; Zumer & Zeng, 2021). African librarians also noted knowledge
management's role in successful RDA adoption (Adeleke, 2016; Ahonsi, 2014). Despite varied
challenges, studies confirm librarians’ willingness to adopt RDA to improve bibliographic

records and knowledge organization worldwide.
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Perception is shaped by emotions, expectations, and prior experiences, influencing how
cataloguers and librarians view RDA. Perception is a key component in attitude studies. Haider
and Primary Research Group Staff (2016) surveyed 58 academic libraries in developed nations
and found mixed opinions: 50% saw RDA positively for its flexibility and compatibility with
linked data, while others criticized its complexity and redundancy. Similarly, Oni, Oshiotse, and
Abubakar (2018) revealed limited understanding of RDA among cataloguers in Bauchi State,
Nigeria, citing lack of training and library automation as barriers. RDA is seen as vital for
standardization and accessibility however, its complexity sparks criticism, as a result of its
evolving impact on the library community.

Perceived usefulness (PU) is a key determinant of librarians' intention to adopt RDA, as it
reflects the belief that using RDA enhances job performance (Davis, 1989). Studies have
affirmed the relationship between PU, perceived ease of use, and intention to use technologies
like RDA (Cheong & Park, 2005; Ahn, Ryu & Han, 2007). Factors influencing PU include
system quality, information quality, and individual differences (Lee, 2004; Pai & Huang, 2011).
While some studies report mixed results regarding PU’s influence on technology adoption
(Akinde & Adetimirin, 2017; Weerasinghe and Hindagolla (2017), others find a positive
relationship between PU and use intention (Wu, & Chen 2017; Mohammadi & Isanejad, 2018).
Librarians' acceptance of RDA is shaped by its perceived benefits in improving library services,
though challenges like resistance and system complexity persist.

Perceived Ease of Use (PEOU), just like PU is a key component of the TAM model and reflects
users' belief that a system is easy to use, requiring minimal effort (Thong, Hong & Tam, 2002;
(Weerasinghe & Mindagoll, 2017). PEOU directly influences attitudes toward technology use
and indirectly impacts the intention to adopt it by enhancing perceived usefulness (Wallace &
Sheetz, 2014). Studies show that technologies perceived as user-friendly are more likely to be
accepted and utilized, reducing resistance (Moon & Kim, 2001; Agarwal, 2000). Research
highlights positive correlations between PEOU, perceived usefulness, and behavioral intention
across diverse settings, such as education, e-government, and ICT use (Hamid, Abdulrazak,
Abubakar & Abdullah, 2016; Elkaseh, Wong & Fung, 2016). PEOU thus plays a critical role in
determining the adoption of systems like RDA by improving efficiency and easing routine tasks

for cataloguers.
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The adoption of RDA in sub-Saharan Africa, particularly Nigeria, faces several challenges,
including inadequate technological skills, unreliable electricity, limited internet access, and lack
of formal training (Ahonsi, 2014; Oguntayo & Adeleke, 2016). Training opportunities are scarce,
mostly theoretical, and practical engagement with the RDA toolkit remains limited. Additional
barriers include poor funding, insufficient ICT facilities, and a lack of automation in libraries
(Oni, Oshiotse & Abubakar, 2018; Aboyade & Eluwole, 2018). Despite gradual adoption, many
African libraries still rely on AACR, owing to the need for alternative power sources, funding,
and robust training programs (Monyela, 2020). Addressing these issues is essential for effective

RDA implementation and maintaining global relevance in librarianship.

Statement of the Problem

The digital age has revolutionized librarianship, especially in cataloguing and knowledge
organization (KO). In this context, Resource Description and Access (RDA) emerged to replace
the Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules 2 (AACR2), which were developed for the card
catalogue era. RDA offers a comprehensive, user-centered framework for creating metadata
across diverse formats, integrating seamlessly with the digital environment and facilitating
international collaboration. Its adaptability to all resource types—printed, digital, textual, visual,
audio, and audio-visual—makes it a critical tool for effective KO in the modern library context.
While many libraries globally have embraced RDA, driven by national library initiatives, the
pace of adoption in Nigerian universities has been notably slow (Nwachi, Ihekwuaba & Nwafor,
2021; Oguntayo & Adeleke, 2016; Aina & Onuoha, 2016; Haliru & Sokari, 2016).

Nigerian university libraries face challenges in transitioning to RDA, despite the increasing

obsolescence of AACR2 for describing modern resources. Factors such as limited awareness,
inadequate training, insufficient funding, and infrastructural deficits have hindered RDA

adoption process in Nigeria (Nwafor, Nwachi & Ihekwuaba, 2021; Haliru & Sokari, 2016).

Moreover, cataloguers, who play a vital role in the implementation of RDA, often exhibit
varying attitudes towards its use. Their perceptions of RDA’s usefulness, ease of use, and
relevance significantly influence their willingness to adopt this standard. Preliminary studies
conducted by the researcher through personal observations and interactions with stakeholders—
including cataloguers, library administrators, and regulatory bodies like Librarians’ Registration

Council of Nigeria (LRCN), National Library Association (NLA) and National Library of
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Nigeria NLN —reveal a gap in understanding the attitudes of cataloguers towards RDA in
Nigerian universities.

Efforts to promote RDA, such as workshops and conferences, have been initiated, by the
Cataloguing, Classification and Indexing Section of the NLA. However, these have largely
focused on theoretical aspects, with limited practical engagement with the RDA toolkit. This
study, therefore, investigates the attitudes of cataloguers in Nigerian universities towards the use
of RDA for KO. It explores their perceptions, attitude and challenges they face in that regard.
Understanding these attitudes is critical for informing strategies to promote RDA adoption,
ensuring that Nigerian university libraries remain competitive and effective in the global

information age.

Objectives of the Study

1. To determine the perception of cataloguers about the use of RDA for knowledge
organization in Nigerian University Libraries in terms of:

a. Perceived Usefulness of RDA

b. Perceived Ease of Use of RDA

2. To determine the attitude of cataloguers toward the use of RDA for knowledge
organization in the libraries studied.

3. To identify the challenges associated with the use of RDA for KO in the libraries studied.

Methodology

Quantitative research methodology was used for the study. The population of the study
comprised all 274 public and private university libraries in Nigeria (federal 63; state 62; private
149) and all 274 heads of cataloguing departments working in those Universities (Statista, 2024;
AJLS, 2025). The census method/complete enumeration survey method was used to include all
universities in Nigeria (federal, state and private) in the study. The census method also allowed
for inclusion of all members of the population as participants. This was done because the
population is of a manageable size leaving no room for sampling error and free from bias
(Kothari, 2004). In other words, all 274 heads of the cataloguing departments were respondents
for the study. The justification for using only the heads, while exempting other cataloguing staff

include leadership role, expertise, comprehensive knowledge and experience on the subject
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matter of knowledge organization and RDA, making them ideal participants for a study
examining attitudes toward RDA.

A self-developed questionnaire was used to collect data for the study. The questionnaire was
administered and retrieved through various means. While some where personally administered
by the researcher, others were distributed by research assistants as well as through electronic
means via Google form. Data collected was analyzed using descriptive statistics to organize,
summarize and interpret the data collected for the study. Frequency, tables and simple
percentages were used for the descriptive statistics. In addition, the analysis was done using
SPSS version 16.

Results

A total of 274 copies of questionnaire were administered to the heads of cataloguing departments
in university libraries in Nigeria. 55 instruments were administered personally by the researcher,
while 166 and 41 were administered by research assistants and through Google form
respectively. Out of this, a total of 262 were duly completed and returned, giving the study a
response rate of 95.6%. The high response rate achieved from the study was as a result of the
frequent follow up by the researcher on both research assistance and respondents.

The breakdown of the response rate is presented in Table 1.

SIN Type of Questionnaire Questionnaire Response Rate (%)
University Distributed Returned
1 Federal 63 61 (22.3%)
2 State 62 59 (21.5%)
3 Private 149 142 (51.8%)
Total 274 262 95.6

Perception of Cataloguers about the use of RDA for Knowledge Organization in University
Libraries in Nigeria in terms of: Perceived Usefulness of RDA and; Perceived ease of use of
RDA

Perceived Usefulness of RDA for Knowledge Organization

Please read each statement carefully and tick in the appropriate box your agreement on perceived
usefulness of RDA for KO using 5 point likert- scale. Strongly Agree (SA) =5, Agree (A) = 4,
Undecided (UD) = 3, Disagree (D) =2, Strongly Disagree (SD) =1
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Table 2: Perceived Usefulness of RDA for Knowledge Organization (with Mean and

Standard Deviation)

S/N Perceived SA A ub D SD
Usefulness of RDA | Frequency | Frequency | Frequency | Frequency | Frequency
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
1 RDA would 136 72 (27.5%) | 9 (3.4%) 23 (8.8%) | 22 (8.4%)
improve my work | (51.9%)
performance
2 | RDA would 132 84 (32.1%) | 11 (4.2%) | 23(8.8%) | 12 (4.6%)
improve the quality | (50.4%)
of my work
3 | RDA would help 101 113 12 (4.6%) |26 (9.9%) |10 (3.8%)
me accomplish (38.5%) (43.1%)
tasks more quickly
4 | RDA would 115 110 12 (4.6%) |16 (6.1%) |9 (3.4%)
enhance my (43.9%) (42.0%)
effectiveness &
efficiency in
service delivery
5 | RDA would 134 121 3 (1.1%) 4 (1.5%) 0 (0%)
improve my use of | (51.2%) (46.2%)
computers
6 | RDA would 112 116 9 (3.4%) 13 (5.0%) | 12 (4.6%)
improve the (42.7%) (44.2%)
library’s relevance
7 | RDA would 130 101 5 (1.9%) 15 (5.7%) | 11 (4.2%)
improve the (49.6%) (38.5%)
library’s
accessibility
8 | RDA would 121 118 8 (3.1%) 9 (3.4%) 6 (2.3%)
improve the (46.2%) (45.1%)
library’s visibility
9 | RDA would 119 111 10 (3.8%) |10(3.8%) |12 (4.6%)
improve the (45.5%) (42.3%)
library’s
information and
service quality
10 | Usefulness of RDA | 120 116 4 (1.5%) 21 (8.0%) | 1(0.4%)
would improve my | (45.8%) (44.2%)
attitude towards
technology use
11 | RDA would be 123 110 7(2.7%) 19 (7.3%) | 3(1.1%)
very useful to my (46.9%) (42.0%)
work
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On perceived usefulness, table 2 indicates that majority of the respondents expressed positive
perceptions about RDA. Most of them (51.9%) strongly agreed that RDA would improve their
work performance, while 50.4% strongly agreed that it would enhance the quality of their work,
respectively. Similarly, 43.1% agreed that RDA would help them accomplish tasks more quickly.
A significant number (43.9%) strongly agreed that RDA would enhance their effectiveness and
efficiency in service delivery. Moreover, 51.2% strongly agreed that RDA would improve their
use of computers. Respondents also strongly agreed (42.7%) that RDA would improve the
library's relevance, while 44.2% agreed. Additionally, 49.6% strongly agreed that RDA would
improve the library's accessibility, and 46.2% strongly agreed that it would enhance the library's
visibility, respectively. Regarding service quality, 45.5% strongly agreed that RDA would
improve the library’s information and service quality. Similarly, 45.0% strongly agreed that the
usefulness of RDA would improve their attitude towards technology use. Finally, 46.9% strongly

agreed that RDA would be very useful to their work, underscoring its perceived value.

Perceived Ease of Use of RDA for Knowledge Organization (KO)

Please read each statement carefully and tick in the appropriate box your agreement on perceived
ease of use of RDA for KO using 5 point likert- scale. Strongly Agree (SA) = 5, Agree (A) = 4,
Undecided (UD) = 3, Disagree (D) =2, Strongly Disagree (SD) =1.

Table 3: Perceived Ease of Use of RDA for Knowledge Organization (KO) (with Mean and

Standard Deviation)

SIN | Perceived Ease of SA A ubD D SD
Use of RDA Frequency | Frequency | Frequency | Frequency | Frequency
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

1 RDA would be easy | 112 114 10 (3.8%) | 17 (6.5%) |9 (3.4%)
to learn and use (42.7%) (43.5%)

2 Effort needed to use | 100 94 (35.9%) | 33(12.6%) | 14 (5.3%) | 21 (8.0%)
RDA would be less | (38.2%)

3 My interaction with | 96 (36.6%) | 121 19 (7.3%) | 11 (4.2%) | 15 (5.7%)
RDA would be clear (46.2%)
and understandable

4 RDA would 117 123 6 (2.3%) 16 (6.1%) | 0 (0%)
improve my skill to | (44.7%) (46.9%)
organize knowledge

5 RDA would be user- | 110 111 23 (8.8%) | 6(2.3%) 12 (4.6%)
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friendly as I would | (42.0%) (42.3%)
find it more flexible
to interact with

6 The ease of use of 88 (33.6%) | 121 23 (8.8%) |14 (5.3%) | 16 (6.1%)
RDA would (46.2%)
enhance my
willingness to learn
to use it

7 The descriptive 94 (35.9%) | 127 8 (3.1%) 18 (6.9%) | 15 (5.7%)
elements of RDA (48.5%)

would help users to
find information

easily
8 RDA elements are 111 111 32 (12.2%) | 5 (1.9%) 3(1.1%)
not markedly (42.3%) (42.3%)

different from the
popular AACR2

9 | Iwouldfind RDA |121 107 28 (10.7%) | 1(0.4%) |5 (1.9%)
easy to use (46.2%) (40.8%)

Table 3 shows that on perceived ease of use, the majority of respondents also had positive
perceptions of RDA. Most of them (43.5%) agreed that RDA would be easy to learn and use,
with an additional 42.7% strongly agreeing to this. Similarly, 44.7% strongly agreed that RDA
would improve their skill to organize knowledge. Regarding the effort needed to use RDA,
38.2% strongly agreed that the effort required would be minimal, while 35.9% agreed.
Additionally, 36.6% strongly agreed that their interaction with RDA would be clear and
understandable, and 46.2% agreed with this. Respondents largely (42.0%) strongly agreed that
RDA would be user-friendly and flexible to interact with, while 42.3% agreed. Furthermore,
46.2% agreed that the ease of use of RDA would enhance their willingness to learn to use it. A
significant number (48.5%) also agreed that the descriptive elements of RDA would help users
find information easily. When comparing RDA to AACR2, 42.3% strongly agreed that RDA’s
elements were not markedly different from AACR?2, with the same percentage agreeing. Lastly,
46.2% strongly agreed that they would find RDA easy to use, with an additional 40.8% agreeing,

reflecting an overall positive perception of its ease of use.
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Table 4: Attitude of Cataloguers towards the Use of RDA for Knowledge Organization

S/N Attitude of SA A ub D SD
Cataloguers Frequency | Frequency | Frequency | Frequency
(%) (%) (%) (%) Frequency
(%)

1 | I have a positive 109 (41.6%) | 112 8 (3.1%) 15 (5.7) 18 (6.9%)
outlook on RDA (42.7%)

2 | I believe that RDA is | 130 (49.6%) | 94 (35.9%) | 6 (2.3%) 18 (6.9%) | 14 (5.3%)
an improvement over
AACR2

3 | Ithink that RDAisa | 112 (42.7%) | 89 (34.0%) | 11 (4.2%) | 43 (16.4%) | 7 (2.7%)
more flexible and
adaptable standard

4 | | believe that RDA 100 (38.2%) | 122 19 (7.3%) | 15(5.7%) |6 (2.3%)
will improve the (46.6%)
quality of
bibliographic records

5 | lagree that RDA will | 116 (44.3%) | 117 21 (8.0%) | 1(0.4%) 7 (2.7%)
improve accessibility (44.7%)
and discoverability of
Nigerian libraries

6 | Ithink that RDA is 120 (45.8%) | 99 (37.8%) | 7 (2.7%) 19 (7.3%) | 17 (6.5%)
more modern and
better suited for the
digital age

7 | My educational 111 (42.7%) | 131 5 (1.9%) 12 (4.6%) | 3(1.1%)
qualifications and (50.0%)
training allow me to
comprehend and
master RDA

8 | My work experience | 112 (42.7%) | 121 7 (2.7%) 13 (5.0%) | 9 (3.4%)
as a cataloguer will (46.2%)
enable me to
transition smoothly
from AACR2 to
RDA

9 | lagree that RDA will | 121 (46.2%) | 113 5 (1.9%) 11 (4.2%) | 12 (4.6%)
enhance (43.1%)
collaborations,
engagement, and
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integration globally

10 | I believe that RDAis | 111 (42.7%) | 111 16 (6.1%) |22 (8.4%) | 2 (0.8%)
a valuable tool for (42.7%)
knowledge

organization

11 | I think that RDA is 122 (46.6%) | 89 (34.0%) | 11 (4.2%) | 31 (11.8%) | 9 (3.4%)
cumbersome to
understand

On the attitude of librarians toward the use of RDA, table 4 indicated that the majority of
respondents expressed positive perspectives. Most of them (41.6%) strongly agreed, and 42.7%
agreed that they had a positive outlook on RDA. Similarly, 49.6% strongly agreed that RDA is
an improvement over AACR2. Regarding flexibility, 42.7% strongly agreed, and 34.0% agreed
that RDA is a more flexible and adaptable standard. Additionally, 38.2% strongly agreed, and
46.6% agreed that RDA would improve the quality of bibliographic records. A significant
number (44.3% strongly agreed, 44.7% agreed) believed that RDA would enhance accessibility
and discoverability in Nigerian libraries.

Furthermore, 45.8% strongly agreed that RDA is more modern and better suited for the digital
age. On qualifications and transition, 42.7% strongly agreed, and 50.0% agreed that their
educational background and training would help them comprehend and master RDA. Likewise,
42.7% strongly agreed, and 46.2% agreed that their work experience would enable a smooth
transition from AACR2 to RDA. Respondents also strongly agreed (46.2%) and agreed (43.1%)
that RDA would enhance global collaboration and integration. Similarly, 42.7% strongly agreed
that RDA is a valuable tool for knowledge organization. Interestingly, while 46.6% strongly
agreed that RDA is cumbersome to understand, the agreement was tempered, reflecting mixed

views on its complexity.
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Challenges Associated with Adopting RDA for Knowledge Organization in University
Libraries in Nigeria
Table 5: Challenges associated with adopting RDA for KO

S/N | Challenges (Multiple choice response) Frequency (%o)
1 | Absence of guidelines for RDA implementation 205 (78.2%)
2 | Limited internet access 85 (32.4%)
3 | Epileptic electricity supply 89 (34.0%)
4 | Lack of access to RDA tool kit 238 (90.8%)
5 | Inadequate training on RDA 187 (71.4%)
6 | Lack of understanding the concept and importance of RDA 82 (31.3%)
7 | Lack of library automation 88 (33.7%)
8 | Inadequate specialized skills needed to use RDA 201 (76.7%)
9 | Lack of fund for RDA project 187 (71.4%)
10 | Lack of interest in RDA 61 (23.3%)

Table 5 shows that on the challenges associated with adopting RDA for knowledge organization,
respondents highlighted several key issues. The most frequently mentioned challenge was lack of
access to the RDA toolkit, cited by 90.8% of respondents. This was closely followed by absence
of guidelines for RDA implementation 78.2%. Additionally, 76.7% noted inadequate specialized
skills needed to use RDA. Next was inadequate training on RDA as agreed by 71.4% of
respondents. 71.4% also agreed that there is no fund available for RDA project. Other notable
challenges included epileptic electricity supply (34.0%) and lack of library automation (33.7%).
Limited internet access was reported by 32.4% of respondents. 31.3% mentioned a lack of
understanding of the concept and importance of RDA. Lastly, 23.3% of respondents cited a lack

of interest in RDA as a challenge.

Discussion of Findings

The researcher asked respondents question on their perception about RDA for KO in terms of
Perceived Usefulness and Perceived Ease of Use. On Perceived Usefulness, majority respondents
agreed that RDA would enhance their work performance by providing a common standard for

cataloguing and organizing library materials. This is expected to make it easier for users to find
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and retrieve information, improve the quality and consistency of catalog records, and facilitate
efficient workflow. This aligns with the findings of Long (2018) who observed that some
cataloguers characterized RDA as an important tool and lauded the flexibility it allowed for
cataloging decision; its suitability for describing digital and non-print library resources; and its
straightforward instructions.

The finding of this study also aligns with Haider and Primary Research Group Staff (2016) who
found out that some of the participants their study gave responses in favor of RDA. The
respondents in this study generally agreed that RDA would help them accomplish tasks more
quickly, leading to improved efficiency and productivity. The expectation is that RDA would
streamline cataloging processes and free up time for other important tasks. This is divergent from
the view of Tosaka (2013) who concluded that RDA has not yet made our daily cataloging work
any easier in the current implementation environment, with added time and energy needed for
staff training and revising local workflows.

Respondents also believe that RDA would lead to a better overall experience for library users.
This is attributed to the expectation that RDA would improve the accuracy, consistency, and
accessibility of catalog records, making it easier for users to find the information they need. This
corroborates the findings of Beall cited in Long (2018) who observed that users most often prefer
full spellings over abbreviations which supported RDA’s decision to avoid abbreviations
whenever possible. However, this does not align with Tosaka & Park (2013) who stated that
RDA does not provide for immediate visible improvements in users’ resource discovery
experience. The majority of respondents also believe that RDA would enhance the library's
relevance and visibility. This is linked to the perception that RDA would make collections more
accessible and discoverable, improving the overall value of the library to the university
community. It is anticipated that through features like interoperability, shared cataloging
initiatives, and compatibility with search engines, traditional libraries becomes more visible
beyond their walls and virtual libraries are better achieved at global scales (Dobreski, 2020).

On the perceived ease of use of RDA, all respondents expressed a positive attitude, affirming
that RDA would be easy to use. This finding aligns with Naiwumbwe (2012), who revealed a
significant positive relationship between perceived usefulness and perceived ease of use in the
context of Mobile Money Services. Respondents commonly agreed that RDA is more flexible

and adaptable than previous cataloging standards, enhancing usability and overall user
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experience (Park & Tosaka, 2015). A substantial portion of respondents acknowledged the
clarity and effectiveness of RDA guidelines, praising the inclusion of illustrative examples and
FAQs. These features were seen as significantly improving the learning experience and
facilitating user-friendly engagement with the RDA framework (Tosaka & Park, 2013).
Participants also acknowledged RDA’s potential to enhance skills in organizing knowledge due
to its comprehensive and flexible nature. The consensus is that RDA provides a robust
framework that goes beyond compliance, fostering a more adaptive approach to cataloging and
holistic information organization (Park & Tosaka, 2015).

In terms of attitude of cataloguers toward RDA adoption for knowledge organization findings for
the study revealed that it is predominantly positive, reflecting a readiness to embrace the
standard. Many respondents view RDA as a significant improvement over AACR2, citing its
flexibility, adaptability, and suitability for the digital age. This aligns with prior research
emphasizing the potential of RDA to enhance bibliographic quality and service delivery in
libraries (Nwafor, Nwachi & lhekwaba, 2021). Librarians also believe that their educational
qualifications and work experience equip them to transition smoothly to RDA, suggesting that
existing professional expertise could facilitate its implementation. This is consistent with
findings by lhekwaba, Okwor, and Nnadi (2020), who observed that professional competency,
plays a critical role in adopting new cataloging standards. Respondents highlighted the potential
of RDA to improve global collaboration, engagement, and accessibility, reflecting a forward-
looking perspective on its value in modernizing libraries. However, there are mixed views about
its complexity, with some finding it cumbersome to understand. This challenge signifies the need
for targeted training to address perceived difficulties and bolster confidence in its use.

On the challenges bedeviling the adoption of RDA, respondents agreed that there are several
issues that hinder its adoption. A prominent issue is the lack of subscription to RDA toolkit
which has prevented cataloguers from having access to the standard. This finding corroborates
with Omosekejimi, Nweke and Omoadoni (2022) who observed that no access to RDA toolkit
are the factors militating against the use of RDA by cataloguers in university libraries in South
South, Nigeria. The implication of this finding is that not having access to the toolkit may impact
negatively on cataloguers by preventing a better understanding of the standard on bibliographic

workflows, which may further exacerbate issues regarding the use of the standard. The absence
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of clear guidelines for RDA implementation adds to the complexity, leaving librarians uncertain
about how to apply the standard effectively (Archer-Capuzzo & Post, 2025).

Findings also revealed inadequate specialized skills among cataloguers in Nigerian universities
which may have resulted from inadequate training on RDA, which affects cataloguers’ ability to
effectively implement the standard. This highlights a knowledge gap that needs to be addressed.
This challenge aligns with previous studies highlighting the need for comprehensive training to
ensure a smooth transition to new cataloging standards (Tosaka & Park 2014). Another critical
challenge is the lack of funding for RDA-related projects. Insufficient financial resources limit
the acquisition of essential tools, such as the RDA toolkit, and restrict training opportunities.
This financial constraint has been identified as a recurrent barrier in the literature on library
technology adoption (Monyela 2020; Ifijeh, Segun-Adeniran & Igbinola, 2019).
Infrastructure-related barriers, such as epileptic electricity supply and limited internet access,
also pose significant obstacles. These challenges are particularly prevalent in developing regions,
where unreliable power and internet connectivity can hinder the integration of digital cataloging
tools (Omosekejimi, Nweke & Omoadoni 2022; the Ifijeh, Segun-Adeniran & Igbinola, 2019).
Similarly, the lack of library automation further exacerbates the problems of adopting RDA, as
libraries without automated systems may struggle to implement its digital features effectively.
Moreover, the lack of understanding of RDA's concepts and importance as a result of apathy
towards RDA, as reflected in a lack of interest among some professionals, further indicates the
need for awareness and advocacy programs to highlight its benefits and relevance.

Conclusions and Recommendations

In conclusion, the overall positive perceptions and attitudes of cataloguers about RDA observed
in this study suggest that with proper support, cataloguers are well-positioned to adopt RDA and
leverage its benefits for knowledge organization. Addressing concerns about its complexity
through continuous education and training is essential for successful implementation. Likewise,
addressing the challenges of adopting RDA in Nigerian universities as observed in the study
requires a multifaceted approach, including improved training, infrastructural investment,
increased funding, and awareness campaigns. These measures are crucial to overcoming these

barriers for s successful RDA implementation in Nigerian libraries.
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Recommendations

1. The Library management should synergize with other stake holders in the profession like
NLN, NUC, LRCN to ensure subscription to RDA toolkit in other for cataloguers and
librarians alike to have a deeper and better comprehension of the standard.

2. The NLN, LRCN, NLA, NALISE and NUC should collaborate and map out an
articulated guideline for RDA implementation in Nigeria.

3. The library management of universities should provide funds to ensure that all
requirements for RDA use are met including training, particularly, on specialized areas
that deal with RDA. This will facilitate full integration of RDA in the cataloguing
workflows in Nigerian libraries.

4. Universities should provide infrastructure like strong internet, alternate electricity, and
computers to enable full automation of their libraries as this will encourage a smooth

transition to RDA in Nigeria.
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