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Abstract 

African Journals Online (AJOL) was created to enhance the global visibility and accessibility of 

African scholarly journals, yet little is known about how effectively it serves institutional 

journals in Nigeria.  This study evaluates the experience of Bayero University, Kano (BUK) 

scholarly journals on AJOL, focusing on visibility, accessibility, and impact. It also examines the 

challenges faced by editors and proffers solutions for the improvement. A qualitative research 

design was adopted, combining documentary analysis with empirical data. Content analysis of 

five BUK journals indexed on AJOL was complemented by secondary literature on scholarly 

publishing and open access in Nigeria. Semi-structured interviews with Editors-in-Chief of (5) 

five journals were conducted via WhatsApp and mobile phone calls, alongside systematic 

observation of journal activity and visibility on AJOL. Data were transcribed and thematically 

analyzed. Findings reveal that BUK journals are freely accessible through open access 

dissemination, remain current, and gain international visibility, attracting submissions from 

across Africa and beyond. Although publication delays due to peer review were observed, 

financial constraints were minimal since AJOL hosting is free. The study concludes that while 

AJOL provides a vital platform for advancing African scholarship, its potential can only be fully 

realized through sustained institutional support, capacity building for editors, and a coordinated 

visibility strategy. It recommends that Bayero University and AJOL strengthen collaboration to 

optimize digital publishing standards and enhance the global impact of African research. 
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1. Introduction  

The visibility and accessibility of scholarly publications are crucial for advancing knowledge, 

fostering academic collaboration, and promoting global research impact. In Africa, one of the 

key platforms designed to achieve these goals is African Journals Online (AJOL), the world’s 

largest collection of peer-reviewed, African-published journals. Established in 1998, AJOL 

enhances the dissemination of African research by providing a centralized platform where 

journals are hosted, indexed, and made accessible to both local and international audiences 

(Ezema, 2010; Ola, 2015). 
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Bayero University, Kano (BUK), one of Nigeria’s leading institutions of higher learning, 

publishes numerous scholarly journals across diverse disciplines. However, like many African 

academic publishers, BUK has encountered challenges related to the visibility, accessibility, and 

global impact of its journals. According to Zubair (2022), the university has twelve journals 

available through various digital platforms, of which few are indexed on AJOL, including 

Bayero Journal of Pure and Applied Sciences, Bayero Journal of Medical Laboratory Sciences, 

and Bayero Journal of Nursing and Healthcare. 

The integration of five BUK journals into the AJOL database provides an opportunity to assess 

how this initiative has improved their dissemination, citation, and recognition. This study, 

therefore, explores the experiences of editors and journals from Bayero University in utilizing 

the AJOL platform, with particular attention to its effectiveness in enhancing visibility, 

readership, accessibility, and overall research impact. By analyzing the benefits, challenges, and 

efficiency of AJOL for BUK journals, the study contributes to understanding how regional 

digital platforms can strengthen African scholarly communication and bridge the gap between 

African researchers and the global knowledge economy. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

Access to scholarly communication is essential for research visibility and academic growth, 

especially in developing regions like Africa. The African Journals Online (AJOL) initiative was 

established to enhance the global reach of African scholarship, yet many institutions still struggle 

to maximize its potential in terms of accessibility, usability, and impact. At Bayero University, 

Kano (BUK), only a few journals—currently five—are hosted on AJOL, with limited evidence 

on how effectively the platform has improved their visibility, readership, and citation impact. 

Persistent challenges such as limited technical expertise, irregular publication schedules, low 

awareness, and infrastructural constraints further hinder effective use. This study therefore 

examines the experiences of BUK journal editors with AJOL to evaluate its achievements, 

challenges, and prospects for enhancing the visibility and accessibility of institutional 

scholarship. 
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Objectives of the Study 

The study mainly aims to examine the experience of Bayero University scholarly journals on the 

efficiency of the African Journals Online (AJOL) database in enhancing scholarly 

communication. Specifically, it seeks to: 

1. Assess the extent to which Bayero University journals are accessible and visible through 

the AJOL database. 

2. Determine the benefits derived by Bayero University journals from being indexed in 

AJOL. 

3. Examine the challenges faced by Bayero University journals in utilizing the AJOL 

database. 

4. Suggest strategies for improving the effectiveness of AJOL in supporting Bayero 

University scholarly journals. 

 

Significance of the Study 

This study is valuable to Bayero University and the wider academic community as it 

demonstrates AJOL’s role in improving the visibility, accessibility, and global reach of African 

scholarship. For BUK, the findings provide evidence of AJOL’s effectiveness while identifying 

gaps to strengthen its research profile. The study also informs policy and strategic planning by 

guiding administrators, editors, and policymakers on capacity building, funding, and editorial 

standards. Insights from BUK’s experience offer feedback to AJOL management and contribute 

to literature on scholarly communication, open access, and digital platforms. More broadly, the 

lessons provide transferable strategies for Nigerian and African universities to enhance journal 

visibility through AJOL and related open-access platforms. 

 

2. Review of Related Literature  

Scholarly Journal Publishing in Nigeria 

Scholarly journal publishing in Nigeria has long served as a vital medium for disseminating peer-

reviewed research, enhancing visibility, and fostering intellectual exchange. Originating in the 

1960s and 1970s, early university- and association-based print journals provided essential outlets 

for indigenous scholarship but were constrained by irregular production, limited circulation, and 

weak indexing (Murray & Clobridge, 2014; Tella & Onyancha, 2021). 
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The digital era expanded opportunities through platforms such as African Journals Online 

(AJOL), which currently hosts 342 Nigerian scholarly journals (AJOL, 2025). Previous studies 

indicate that AJOL’s open access model has enhanced the visibility and potential citation impact 

of African journals (Ezema, 2011; Mouton & Valentine, 2017). Nevertheless, persistent 

challenges of irregular publication schedules and limited integration with international databases 

constrain the sector’s global competitiveness (Omobowale, Sawadogo, Sawadodo-Compaoré, & 

Ugbem,2013; Murray & Clobridge, 2014) 

Comparative studies reveal a mixed picture. Nigeria contributes significantly to AJOL, yet South 

Africa leads in international visibility due to stronger infrastructure and policy incentives. Ghana 

and Kenya face similar challenges but have advanced through initiatives like CODESRIA and 

institutional repositories (Ocholla, 2011; Mouton & Valentine, 2017). Thus, while Nigeria 

sustains one of Africa’s largest bodies of scholarly journals, infrastructural gaps, funding 

limitations, and uneven regularity continue to impede international recognition. 

 

African Journals Online (AJOL) as a Visibility Platform 

Established in 1998 by the International Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications 

(INASP), AJOL has grown from an initial ten titles to become the world’s largest platform for 

African-published research (Mouton & Valentine, 2017). Its central mandate is to enhance the 

visibility, accessibility, and global reach of African scholarship by reducing dissemination 

barriers through hosting, indexing, and editorial support services (Ezema & Ugwu, 2013). 

Beyond technical functions, AJOL has advanced epistemic diversity by amplifying African 

perspectives and supporting both South–South and South–North scholarly exchanges (Murray & 

Clobridge, 2014). However, visibility gains are not evenly translated into impact. Journals with 

irregular publication cycles, inadequate funding, and weak editorial capacity often struggle to 

sustain credibility or achieve inclusion in global citation indices (Nwagwu, 2013; Murray & 

Clobridge, 2014; Malapela, 2017; Kodua-Ntim & Fombad, 2024). Thus, AJOL’s role as a 

visibility infrastructure is significant but remains constrained by systemic weaknesses in the 

broader publishing environment. 
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Visibility and Accessibility as Measures of AJOL’s Efficiency 

AJOL has become a critical platform for improving discoverability by providing a centralized, 

searchable repository of African scholarship (Ezema, 2010; Nwagwu, 2013; Mthembu & 

Ocholla, 2024). Its impact is often measured through journal visibility, accessibility, downloads, 

and potential citation reach. By supporting smaller publishers, AJOL lowers technical barriers 

and extends readership. However, the benefits vary depending on metadata quality, publishing 

consistency, and compliance with international standards (Ocholla, 2011). 

Accessibility is strengthened through open access, yet inconsistencies in metadata, weak digital 

infrastructure, and variable PDF quality hinder usability and long-term discoverability (Asubiaro, 

2023). Consequently, visibility and accessibility remain partial indicators of AJOL’s efficiency. 

Scholars argue for standardized metadata, stronger editorial capacity, and improved analytics to 

better link visibility with scholarly and policy impact (Murray & Clobridge, 2014; Kodua-Ntim 

& Fombad, 2024). 

 

Impact of AJOL on Nigerian University Journals 

Nigeria is one of AJOL’s most represented contributors, with university-based journals 

benefiting from enhanced readership and cross-institutional engagement (Ezema & Onyancha, 

2017; AJOL, 2025). By centralizing indexing and abstracts, AJOL allows smaller journals to 

reach wider audiences. Furthermore, it has fostered editorial collaboration and attracted 

international authorship, demonstrating its role as an enabling infrastructure (Abdu, 2023; 

Adegbilero-Iwari, Adetoro & Salawu, 2023). 

Nonetheless, increased visibility has not consistently translated into higher citation rates or 

global recognition. Persistent issues including irregular publishing, weak metadata, limited use of 

persistent identifiers, and inadequate editorial standards reduce the extent to which Nigerian 

journals can leverage AJOL for global competitiveness (Nwagwu, 2013; Asubiaro, 2023; Kodua-

Ntim & Fombad, 2024; AJOL Archives, 2025). Hence, while AJOL enhances baseline visibility, 

sustainable scholarly impact requires strengthened editorial practices, consistent publishing, and 

greater alignment with international standards. 
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Challenges of University Journals and AJOL’s Efficiency 

The efficiency of AJOL is inextricably linked to the quality of university-based scholarly 

journals, which constitute much of its content. However, systemic weaknesses in university 

publishing continue to constrain outcomes. Irregular publication, driven by funding shortages, 

weak institutional support, and reliance on voluntary editorial labour, undermines journal 

credibility and AJOL’s reliability as a research index ( Ezema & Onyancha, 2017; Asubiaro & 

Onaolapo, 2023). 

Editorial deficiencies including limited peer review expertise and poor adherence to global 

publishing standards further hinder the inclusion of Nigerian journals in international databases 

(Nwagwu, 2013; Ridwan, 2015; Mthembu & Ocholla,2024). Financial fragility exacerbates these 

challenges, as many journals lack sustainable models for quality production or open access 

integration (Mouton & Valentine, 2017). While AJOL lowers technical and financial barriers, it 

cannot substitute for long-term investment in research infrastructure. Moreover, AJOL’s limited 

integration with global indices like Scopus and Web of Science restricts international reach 

(Asubiaro, 2023). 

These limitations highlight the dual role of AJOL: as a critical visibility mechanism but one 

constrained by the systemic challenges of African university publishing. Notably, little research 

has explored how individual institutions, such as Bayero University, engage with AJOL for 

effective journal management. Addressing this gap through institution-specific studies could 

provide clearer insights into the platform’s efficiency and local impact. 

 

3. Methodology  

Study Design  

The study adopted a qualitative descriptive design to capture the opinions and experiences of 

Editors-in-Chief managing Bayero University scholarly journals on the African Journals Online 

(AJOL) database. This design, known for staying close to participants’ responses and providing 

rich surface descriptions (Tisdell, Merriam & Stuckey-Peyrot, 2025) was chosen for its 

suitability to the research objectives. Data were collected through semi-structured, in-depth 

interviews with editors of journals hosted on AJOL for nearly a decade. 
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Ethics  

Ethical approval was obtained from the editorial boards of Bayero University journals on AJOL. 

Permission was granted to interview the Editors-in-Chief, who received the interview guide in 

advance. Written consent was secured from all participants before the interviews commenced. 

Participants  

The study involved Editors-in-Chief of all five Bayero University scholarly journals featured on 

AJOL. Data were collected through interviews using a researcher-developed guide, refined 

through online consultations with editors at Ahmadu Bello University and regular engagement 

with the AJOL website. The final guide comprised three sections: journal background, status on 

AJOL, and challenges faced. Interviews were conducted and recorded using WhatsApp and 

mobile phone. 

Procedure  

Editors-in-chief, regarded as information-rich sources, were interviewed individually via 

WhatsApp and mobile phone calls at times convenient to them. A trial run with a dummy subject 

was conducted to refine the interview guide. Probing questions were used where necessary, and 

data collection ceased upon reaching saturation. Transcript validation was not undertaken as 

responses were clear and unambiguous. Data were analyzed using thematic analysis, while 

descriptive analysis summarized journal demographics. 

 

4. Results and Discussion  

Research Participants  

A total of five (5) editors-in-chief of the five Bayero University scholarly journals featured on 

the African Journals Online (AJOL) database participated in the study. The participants’ 

academic profiles comprise four (4) Professors and one (1) Associate Professor, each with 

considerable years of experience managing their respective journals on the database. 

Table 1: Research Participants  

Journal Profile/ Year of Inclusion on AJOL Coding  Online Accessibility  

Editor-in-Chief  

Bayero Journal of Pure and Applied Sciences (2009) 

Participant 1 Open free access 

Editor-in-Chief  

Bayero Journal of Nursing and Healthcare (2021)  

Participant 2 Open free access 

Editor-in-Chief  Participant 3 Open free access 
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Bayero Journal of Evidence Based Physiotherapy (2022)  

Editor-in-Chief  

Bayero Journal of Medical Laboratory Science (2020) 

Participant 4 Open free access 

Editor-in-Chief  

Biological and Environmental Sciences Journal for the Tropics(2022)   

Participant 5 Open free access 

 

The table shows that all editors-in-chief of the five journals hosted on the AJOL database 

participated in the interview process for this study. The respondents were coded as Participants 

1–5, each representing one of the journals. The year of joining the database varied: the first 

journal was indexed in 2009, while the other four, with relatively recent experience, were 

indexed in 2020, 2021, and 2022, respectively. All the journals operate under an open-access 

model. The participants demonstrated strong commitment by responding thoroughly to the 

interview questions. An examination of the AJOL archives that the number of the journals listed 

among Nigerian titles on the database remains five.  

Profile of the Journals  

1. Bayero Journal of Pure and Applied Sciences 

The journal is published biannually (June and December) by the College of Natural and 

Pharmaceutical Sciences, Bayero University, Kano. (P1) 

2. Bayero Journal of Nursing and Healthcare 

The journal is published biannually (June and December) by the Department of Nursing 

Science, Faculty of Allied Health Sciences, College of Health Sciences, Bayero 

University, Kano. (P2) 

3. Bayero Journal of Evidence-Based Physiotherapy 

The journal is published annually by the Department of Physiotherapy, Faculty of Allied 

Health Sciences, College of Health Sciences, Bayero University, Kano. (P3) 

4. Bayero Journal of Medical Laboratory Science 

The journal is published biannually (June and December) by the Department of Medical 

Laboratory Science, Faculty of Allied Health Sciences, College of Health Sciences, 

Bayero University, Kano. (P4) 

5. Biological and Environmental Sciences Journal for the Tropics (BEST Journal) 

Until 2020, the BEST Journal published four issues annually (March, June, September, 

and December). Following the COVID-19 pandemic, the editorial board revised its 
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publication schedule to three issues annually (April, August, and December). It is 

published by the Faculty of Life Sciences, College of Natural and Pharmaceutical 

Sciences, Bayero University, Kano. (P5) 

Regarding the publication frequency of the journals, the responses of P1, P2, and P4 indicate a 

biannual schedule (twice a year), while P3 publishes annually and P5 publishes three times a 

year. Information from the AJOL website confirms that these journals maintain their stated 

publication frequencies without any missing issues, as observed by the researcher. This indicates 

that the number of BUK journals indexed on AJOL has increased from three, as reported by 

Zubair (2022) in his study on the visibility and accessibility of BUK journals, to five journals. 

 

Objective1: To assess the extent to which Bayero University journals are accessible and 

visible through the AJOL database. 

All the participants (P1–P5) shared their experiences regarding the state of their journals on the 

AJOL database, focusing on the factors that influenced their decision to join the platform. 

P1: “The journal was indexed on AJOL in 2009 to enhance visibility and accessibility to both 

local and international audiences.” 

P2: “The journal joined the database in 2021, after publishing issues between June 2019 and 

2020, based on suggestions from authors and readers seeking wider global visibility and 

accessibility.” 

P3: “Indexed in 2022, the journal joined AJOL for wider coverage, open access, and free 

hosting, with pending DOI registration. Since then, visibility has significantly improved.” 

P4: “The journal was included in AJOL in 2020 to reach a global audience, benefit from 

affordability, and align with international standards. The editors reported greater visibility 

and accessibility, with readership extending beyond Africa.” 

P5: “Following a thorough evaluation of its policy, review process, and publication quality, the 

journal joined AJOL in 2022 to achieve wider coverage, open access, consistency, 

flexibility, free hosting, and DOI services.” 

The journals joined AJOL mainly for wider reach as Africa’s largest database of peer-reviewed 

journals. AJOL also boosts visibility through indexing, DOI support, and increased citation 

potential. Additional motivations include promoting African scholarship, technical support, 

affordability, and alignment with international publishing standards.  
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The findings align with Murray and Clobridge (2014), who observed that AJOL has contributed 

significantly to improving the visibility and standards of African-published scholarly journals at 

the global level. 

 

Adequacy of the Journal Archives on the Database 

All the participants were further asked to report on the adequacy of their journal archives on the 

AJOL database. Their responses are presented below: 

P1:  “Initially AJOL was responsible for uploading our issues, but since 2022 this task has been 

handled by the BAJOPAS Circulation Editor. The archives are quite adequate, with 

issues from 2008 to 2023 already available, and preparations are underway for the 2024 

uploads.” 

P2: “Our journal archives are very adequate for a global audience, and the uploads are managed 

by the Bayero University Press.” 

P3: “Since 2022 we have taken direct responsibility for uploading our articles on AJOL. The 

back issues are being processed, but overall the archives are adequate and our publication 

frequency has remained consistent.” 

P4:  “Most issues from 2016 (Vol. 1, No. 1) to date are available on AJOL, except for Volumes 

2–4, which were not uploaded at the time by AJOL. We are currently making efforts to 

have those uploaded.” 

P5: “Our first edition on AJOL was Volume 19, No. 3 (2022), and the journal holds a two-star 

JPPS rating. Since 2023, we have taken responsibility for uploading directly and have 

begun uploading our back issues.” 

The responses indicate that most journals on AJOL maintain adequate archives ensuring 

accessibility and coverage, though some face backlog issues under resolution. Archives were 

assessed for coverage, completeness, and accessibility. AJOL also evaluates journals through the 

Journal Publishing Practices and Standards (JPPS), benchmarking them against recognized 

global, regional, and national criteria, with participating journals meeting compliance and 

attaining one- or two-star ratings (AJOL Archives, 2025). 

Observation shows that the five Bayero University (BUK) scholarly journals integrated into the 

AJOL database are fully accessible online as open-access publications. Their inclusion has 

significantly enhanced visibility through AJOL’s global indexing and search functions, allowing 
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scholars across Africa and beyond to retrieve articles easily. Citation tracking and metadata 

integration have further improved discoverability through Google Scholar and related platforms. 

 

Objective 2: To evaluate the benefits of AJOL indexing for Bayero University journals, 

particularly in terms of visibility, reach, and usage statistics. 

All the participants were asked to report on the benefits of AJOL indexing for Bayero University 

journals, particularly in terms of visibility, reach, and usage statistics. Their responses are 

presented below: 

P 1: “AJOL has significantly increased our journal’s international visibility. We now receive 

citations and recognition from scholars across Africa and beyond.” 

P 2: “Since being indexed in AJOL, our journal’s reach has expanded greatly. We now attract 

submissions from other African countries and even outside the continent.” 

P3: “The usage statistics provided by AJOL are very useful. They show a steady rise in 

downloads of our articles, which means our work is reaching more people than before.” 

P 4: “Indexing with AJOL has boosted our reputation. More authors trust our journal, and it has 

become easier to attract quality manuscripts.” 

P 5: “Through AJOL, our articles are easier to discover via search engines and open-access 

platforms. This has improved accessibility, especially for African scholars who face 

subscription barriers.” 

AJOL indexing has enhanced the visibility of Bayero University journals by improving 

recognition and citation potential through its centralized platform for African scholarship. It has 

also expanded their reach, attracting international submissions and readership, a trend consistent 

with Nigerian medical journals (Kodua-Ntim & Fombad, 2024). Moreover, AJOL’s usage 

statistics provide evidence of growing engagement with journal content (African Journals 

Online, 2025). Collectively, these benefits underscore AJOL’s central role in integrating Bayero 

University journals into global scholarly communication. 

Observation also shows that the BUK journals benefit from increased readership, broader 

dissemination of research outputs, and improved international recognition. The AJOL platform 

has expanded submission reach, attracting manuscripts from within and outside Nigeria. Editors 

also reported enhanced journal credibility, improved citation potential, and inclusion in wider 

scholarly networks. 
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Objective 3: To examine the challenges faced by Bayero University journals in utilizing the 

AJOL database. 

All the participants were asked about the challenges encountered in managing the journals on the 

database, based on the following themes: 

a. Internal Challenges 

With regard to publication frequency, most journals did not experience major difficulties, as 

issues were generally produced on schedule. However, financial sustainability emerged as a 

recurring concern. One editor recalled: 

P1: “We received two tranches of support under the BUK Journal Support in 2012, but since 

then, there has been no further funding.” 

Another editor emphasized that while the university offered moral encouragement, 

financial backing was lacking: 

P2: “Our attempts to attract TET Fund support were unsuccessful. The university should 

consider including journals in the intervention program.” 

Reviewer-related delays were also identified as a persistent challenge. As one participant 

explained: 

P3: “Reviewers sometimes delay the process, and that affects our ability to publish on time.” 

This concern was echoed by another: 

P4: “Reviewer delays are one of the major reasons our issues are not always released promptly.” 

Editors further pointed to the difficulty of attracting international authors, often linked to 

broader economic conditions. As one participant noted: 

P5: “It is difficult to attract foreign authors, largely because of currency and economic 

differences. We do not receive financial support from any source.” 

Overall, the responses show that although publication schedules were largely maintained, 

inadequate financial support and reviewer delays remain pressing challenges. None of the 

journals reported financial burdens from AJOL hosting, since the service is free. Consistent with 

earlier studies on African scholarly publishing (Ezema, 2010; Nwagwu, 2013; Asubiaro, 2023), 

BUK journals face irregular funding, failed TETFund applications, and reviewer delays, which 

restrict timeliness and discourage international contributions. 

 

https://bjim.com.ng/


BAYERO UNIVERSITY SCHOLARLY JOURNALS AND THE AFRICAN JOURNALS ………. 

Bayero Journal of Information Management, Volume 1, No. 1, 2025                                             https://bjim.com.ng 
 

13 

b. External challenges (hosting on the database) 

Participants reported that the main challenges encountered in hosting their journals on AJOL 

were limited indexing and certain usability concerns. While the platform has strengthened its 

technological support—consistent with earlier findings on enhancing African journal visibility 

(Ezema, 2010; Murray & Clobridge, 2014), editors emphasized that restricted indexing 

continued to constrain visibility beyond AJOL. Some participants further elaborated on these 

challenges as follows: 

P1 remarked, “Our articles appear on AJOL, but they are hardly picked up by major international 

databases. This limits how far our research travels.” 

P2 added, “We appreciate AJOL, but without indexing in Scopus or Web of Science, our 

journals remain marginalized globally.” 

Regarding usability, responses were mixed. While some appreciated AJOL’s support, 

others raised concerns about navigation and technical aspects. 

P4 explained, “Uploading content is sometimes slow, and the interface could be more user-

friendly for both editors and readers.” 

P5 commented, “The support is there, but more training would help us use the platform more 

effectively.” 

These responses underscore the editors’ concerns over limited indexing and usability, which 

were identified as the primary challenges of hosting journals on AJOL. While participants 

acknowledged the platform’s infrastructural support, they emphasized that restricted visibility in 

major databases such as Scopus and Web of Science, continue to constrain the full potential of 

their journals. This finding is consistent with Asubiaro (2023), who reported that most African 

research journals are not visible or accessible on international platforms such as Scopus and Web 

of Science. 

This underscores the persistent challenges of global visibility for African scholarship and 

highlights the relevance of platforms like AJOL in bridging this gap by providing alternative 

avenues for dissemination and accessibility. 

Observation shows that despite these advantages, several challenges persist. These include 

irregular internet connectivity, limited technical support for editors, inconsistent uploading of 

current issues and delays in processing updates on AJOL. Some journals also face inadequate 
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funding and manpower to sustain regular publication and to maintain the metadata quality 

required by AJOL standards. 

 

Limitations of the Study 

The study is limited by its small purposive sample, focusing mainly on Editors-in-Chief at 

Bayero University, excluding perspectives of other stakeholders such as reviewers, authors, and 

librarians. Its single-institution scope further restricts generalizability, as findings reflect BUK’s 

context and may not represent other Nigerian or African universities. Broader, multi-

institutional, and stratified sampling is needed for a more comprehensive understanding of 

AJOL’s efficiency in African scholarly publishing. 

 

Implications of the Study  

The study shows that AJOL improves accessibility and visibility of African journals but remains 

limited by weak indexing and usability challenges. Enhancing editorial training, institutional 

investment, and indexing collaborations would strengthen both the global impact of Bayero 

University journals and AJOL’s wider role in advancing African scholarship. Ultimately, 

maximizing AJOL’s effectiveness requires shared responsibility among editors, institutions, and 

the platform. 

 

4. Conclusion  

The experience of Bayero University scholarly journals on the African Journals Online (AJOL) 

platform highlights the transformative role of digital visibility in advancing African scholarship. 

Inclusion in AJOL has expanded the global reach, accessibility, and recognition of the 

university’s research outputs while fostering collaboration and bridging gaps with the 

international research community. Although initial challenges were encountered in meeting 

technical and editorial standards, the benefits of improved indexing, wider dissemination, and 

open access publishing have been substantial. This experience underscores the value of strategic 

digital partnerships in promoting indigenous research and offers a model for other Nigerian 

journals seeking greater visibility. Sustained capacity building, technological support, and 

adherence to international publishing standards remain essential to maximizing the benefits of 

this engagement. 
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5. Recommendations 

Based on the findings, the following recommendations are made: 

1. Promotion and Visibility Strategies 

 Journal managers should adopt visibility strategies—such as social media promotion, academic 

networking, and outreach to enhance the visibility and citation of BUSJ content on AJOL and 

potentially in international databases like Scopus and Web of Science. Editors are also 

encouraged to network actively at academic conferences and through online platforms. 

2. Capacity Building for Editorial Teams 

 Regular training and workshops should be organized for editors, reviewers, and support staff on 

best practices in academic publishing, peer review, and editorial management. Such capacity-

building efforts should also promote the adoption of editorial management tools like Open 

Journal Systems (OJS) to streamline operations. 

3. Improved Funding and Institutional Support 

 The university should strengthen financial and infrastructural support for its scholarly journals 

to meet technical requirements for indexing and to improve overall quality. This support could 

include fostering partnerships with research organizations, libraries, and grant agencies to sustain 

journal development. 

4. Strengthening Collaboration with AJOL 

 Journal managers should maintain continuous engagement with AJOL staff to access updates, 

technical assistance, and inclusion in new initiatives. This requires regular participation in 

AJOL’s training and capacity-building activities. 

 

 

  

https://bjim.com.ng/


BAYERO UNIVERSITY SCHOLARLY JOURNALS AND THE AFRICAN JOURNALS ………. 

Bayero Journal of Information Management, Volume 1, No. 1, 2025                                             https://bjim.com.ng 
 

16 

References 

Abdu, A. H. (2023). Giant in isolation: online journal publishing in Nigeria, Journal of 

Electronic Publishing 26 (1):1-19. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/370655031 

Adegbilero-Iwari, I., Adetoro, N., & Salawu, I. K. (2023). The open access movement and its 

march in Africa. African Journal of Library, Archives and Information Science, 33(2), 

115-129. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/379365071  

African Journals Online (AJOL). (2025). Archives AJOL. https://www.ajol.info/index.php/ajol  

Asubiaro, T. V. (2023). Sub-Saharan Africa's biomedical journal coverage in scholarly 

databases: A comparison of Web of Science, Scopus, EMBASE, MEDLINE, African 

Index Medicus, and African Journals Online. Journal of the Medical Library Association: 

JMLA, 111(3), 696. https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37483369/  

Asubiaro, T. V., & Onaolapo, S. (2023). A comparative study of the coverage of African journals 

in Web of Science, Scopus, and CrossRef. Journal of the Association for Information 

Science and Technology, 74(7), 745-758. 

https://asistdl.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/asi.24758  

Ezema, I. J. (2011). Building open access institutional repositories for global visibility of 

Nigerian scholarly publications. Library Review, 60 (6), 473–485.  

https://www.emerald.com/gkmc/article-abstract/60/6/473/277030/ 

Ezema, I. J., & Onyancha, O. B. (2017). Open access publishing in Africa: Advancing research 

outputs to global visibility. African Journal of Library Archives and Information Science, 

27 (2), 97–111. https://ajlais.com/index.php/ajlais/article/view/226/217  

Kodua-Ntim, K., & Fombad, M. (2024). Challenges and strategies for open access in South 

Africa: A knowledge management approach. Information Development, 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/02666669241257188 

Malapela, T. (2017). Access to scholarly research information in sub-Saharan Africa: A 

review. Libri, 67(1), 1-13. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/315922568 

Mouton, J., & Valentine, A. (2017). The extent of South African scholarly publishing in 

accredited journals. South African Journal of Science, 113 (11–12), 1–9. 

https://doi.org/10.17159/sajs.2017/20170010 

Mthembu, M. S., & Ocholla, D. N. (2024). Research data management competencies of 

researchers in selected public universities in South Africa. Library Management, 45(3/4), 

208-225. https://www.emerald.com/lm/article-abstract/45/3-4/208/1232232/ 

Murray, S., & Clobridge, A. (2014). The current state of scholarly journal publishing in 

Africa. African Journals Online (AJOL). https://www.ajol.info/public/Scholarly-Journal-

Publishing-in-Africa-Report-Final-v04c.pdf 

Nwagwu, W. E. (2013). Open access initiatives in Africa—structure, incentives and 

disincentives. The Journal of Academic Librarianship, 39(1), 3-10. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0099133312001929 

 

Ocholla, D. N. (2011). An overview of issues, challenges and opportunities of scholarly 

publishing in information studies in Africa. African journal of library, archives and 

information science, 21(1), 1-16. https://ajlais.com/index.php/ajlais/article/view/236  

https://bjim.com.ng/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/370655031
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/379365071
https://www.ajol.info/index.php/ajol
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37483369/
https://asistdl.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/asi.24758
https://www.emerald.com/gkmc/article-abstract/60/6/473/277030/
https://ajlais.com/index.php/ajlais/article/view/226/217
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/02666669241257188
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/315922568
https://doi.org/10.17159/sajs.2017/20170010
https://www.emerald.com/lm/article-abstract/45/3-4/208/1232232/
https://www.ajol.info/public/Scholarly-Journal-Publishing-in-Africa-Report-Final-v04c.pdf
https://www.ajol.info/public/Scholarly-Journal-Publishing-in-Africa-Report-Final-v04c.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0099133312001929
https://ajlais.com/index.php/ajlais/article/view/236


BAYERO UNIVERSITY SCHOLARLY JOURNALS AND THE AFRICAN JOURNALS ………. 

Bayero Journal of Information Management, Volume 1, No. 1, 2025                                             https://bjim.com.ng 
 

17 

Ola, K. (2015). Scholarly publication in Nigeria: implications of open access. The WIPO 

Journal, 6. 117- 132. https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2619033 

Omobowale, A. O., Sawadogo, N., Sawadodo-Compaoré, E. M., & Ugbem, C. E. (2013). 

Globalization and Scholarly Publishing in West Africa: A Comparative Study of Burkina 

Faso and Nigeria. International Journal of Sociology, 43(1), 8-26. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/43301192  

Ridwan, S. M. (2015). Application of electronic scholarly publishing in digital age: Prospects 

and challenges in Nigerian universities. European Scientific Journal, 11(8) 

https://eujournal.org/index.php/esj/article/view/5268 

Tella, A., & Onyancha, B. (2021). Scholarly publishing experience of postgraduate students in 

Nigerian Universities. Accountability in Research, 28(7), 395-427 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33119416/  

Tisdell, E. J., Merriam, S. B., & Stuckey-Peyrot, H. L. (2025). Qualitative research: A guide to 

design and implementation. John Wiley & Sons. 

Zubair, Muhammad Salihu (2022). Visibility and accessibility of scholarly journals in Bayero 

University, Kano. Lafia Journal of Library and Information Science, Vol. 2, No. 1, 139-

157 

 

 

  

https://bjim.com.ng/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2619033
https://www.jstor.org/stable/43301192
https://eujournal.org/index.php/esj/article/view/5268
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33119416/


BAYERO UNIVERSITY SCHOLARLY JOURNALS AND THE AFRICAN JOURNALS ………. 

Bayero Journal of Information Management, Volume 1, No. 1, 2025                                             https://bjim.com.ng 
 

18 

Author Note 

Muhammad Salihu Zubair, Ph.D., University Library, Bayero University, Kano 

mszubair.lib@buk.edu.ng 

 

https://bjim.com.ng/
mailto:mszubair.lib@buk.edu.ng

